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Abstracts:

Cultural processes have always been contributory in shaping people’s particular
demeanor and point of view. My approach is quite similar to other researchers but my
framework is different. My work focuses on metaphorical language used in “Jirga”,
an element of unwritten code of life, Pashtunwali, which the Pashtuns have been
practicing for centuries. This code strictly guides the lives of Pashtun people living in
Afghanistan, Khyber Pashtunkhwa, and Pashtoon belt of Balochistan known as
Southern Pashtunkhwa in Pakistan. By using the framework of Pashtunwali, this
article provides a new perspective of metaphorical language used in “Jirgas”. As a
creative act how cultural processes gets through a persistent process of construction and
deconstruction in one of the prime themes that has been discussed in this paper. In the
first part of the paper, the researchers have carried out extensive epistemological
overview to understand and articulate the fundamental concepts and dominant theories
in the discourse. While in the second part an in-depth analysis has supported concurrent
parameters and solid language that influences cultures and traditions. How these
metaphors fit into the tradition of Pashtoonwali; the unwritten code of Pashtuns is one

of the main question, the paper unfolds.
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"The Pashto dialects of Balochistan belong to the southern
or 'soft' variety of the language, which does not change (s)
and (z) into (x) and (g). The most important pathan tribes
of the province are the kakars and the spin (white), and tor
(black) tarins" (1)
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“Jirga is the best example of ¢ egahtarlamsm in Pashtoon society, all Jirga
members have equal status and cases are resolved on unanimous
decisions.” (5)
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'the systematic, conventional use of sounds, signs or

written symbols in a human society for communication and
self-expression”.( 8,
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Metaphor is "a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an

object or action to which it is not literally applicable, in order to suggest a

resemblance or analogy between them". (13)
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“The people of each region have an emotional relation with their region, the
signs of which can be seen in their dialects. Different regions' language
functions significantly impact speech articulation, writing, and emotional

regulation.” (16)
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“Language changes partially every 20 kilometers, leading
to variations in dialects across different regions”. (17)
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“Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT), developed since
the 1980s by Lakoff, Johnson and others, has taken up a
fundamentally universalist stance by locating the roots of
metaphorical cross-domain mappings in

neurophysiological structures”. (18)
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" The use of the heart as the ruler of the body in ancient
Chinese philosophy is an example of a cultural metaphor,
how certain linguistic expressions in Chinese reflect

conceptualizations relating to the heart, which in ancient
Chinese philosophy “is regarded as the central faculty of
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cognition and the site of both affective and cognitive
activities.” (19)
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“Pashto dialects in Southern Pashtunkhwa exhibit significant differences,
influenced by the region's culture.” (21)
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