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The Aesthetic Symbols of Pashtun Culture: A Generic Analysis

Dr Barakat Shah Kakar!
drbarkat.uob@gmail.com

Abstract:

Aesthetics form the core of creative expression across literature, arts, and various cultural
manifestations, serving as a bridge to the intangible essence of human experience. In the Pashtun
culture, which is deeply rooted in oral and folk traditions, aesthetic symbols hold a unique place,
offering insights into the intricacies of myths, natural and cultural experiences, value systems,
tastes, and memories from ancient civilizations. This paper aims to investigate and trace these
indigenous symbols of aesthetics as they are embedded within Pashtun cultural practices, rituals,
and folk literature. By examining these symbols, the study seeks to reveal the underlying values
and philosophies that have been preserved through centuries of oral transmission. In doing so, it
underscores the enduring legacy of Pashtun cultural expressions and their capacity to reflect,
reinforce, and reshape cultural identity.

Key Words: Aesthetics, Pashtun culture, Oral tradition, Aesthetic Symbols, Folk literature
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