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Abstract

The glorious Qur’an is a miracle of Allah in a number of ways. There are two prominent
schools of thought among scholars regarding the nature of the Qur’anic I'jaz
(inimitability of the Qu’an); one is the Mutazilite school of thought known as the school
of 7jaz bil-sarfah and the second school is of the Ash ‘rites. Ijaz bil-sarfah means that
the Qur’anic text does not contain such original inimitability in it that cannot be
countered by the Qur’anic opponents. It is by the plan of the Almighty that He had not
allowed opponents of the Qur’an to bring so identical book to the Qur’an. If Allah had
not reduced the ability of the Arabs to compete with it, it would have been possible for
them to bring its likeness. The Ash ‘rites, in the majority among scholars, disagree with
the Mutazilites and believe that the Qur’an's miraculous qualities are Qur’anic original
qualities. According to them, declaring the Qur’anic Ijaz as I jaz bil-sarfah weakens its
miraculous and inimitable position.

The paper deals with reasons for preference for the Ash rite school of thought. It also
discusses that of all the genres of the Qur’anic I'jaz, I'jaz Bayanil Literal I‘jaz has the
honour of being the most diverse genre of 7%az since it is the only genre of the Qur’anic
Ijaz that is found throughout the Qur’an, and it is the only absolute genre of the
Qur’anic 1 'jaz through which, the Qur’an remained unconquerable by the most eloquent
Arab opponents. Since the Qur’anic Fasilah is the most essential form of /‘jaz Bayani,
the 7jaz of Fawasil is equally found in the entire Qur’an too. The research method
employed in the paper is qualitative and library research.
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